
 

1 

 

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes – November 22, 2019 

 

In attendance:  Gary Baker, Donna Donahue, Beth Dow (staff) and Chris English (staff) 
 
1.  Call to Order.  Chris called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m. 
 
2. Approve October 18, 2019 Meeting Minutes.  Beth made a motion to approve the October 18th 
meeting minutes, seconded by Gary.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3.  Follow Up October 18th Meeting.   
 
Disposal of Wood (7250) 
 
Chris reported that Bill Kernan had confirmed that this policy is obsolete.  Requests to remove wood 
that has been cut down in the Town right-of-way are now addressed on an individual basis. 
 
4.  Continue review of DPW policies, picking up with Selectmen’s Policy Regarding “Old Town Road” 
Ownership (7325) 
 
“Old Town Road Ownership” (7325) 
 
Chris said he believed that this policy (adopted June 1981) was rendered obsolete by Act 178, which 
authorized towns to discontinue “ancient roads” not appearing on town highway maps by July 1, 
2015.  He said he would look for the relevant statute for further discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Drainage Culverts (7400) 
 
Dan Werner recommended that the policy be updated to reflect the current Town Road Standards.  
Chris said he will touch base with Bill and Jen Murray to see where this issue is addressed (Road 
Standards or Zoning and Subdivision Regs). 
 
Handling of Stormwater Drainage (7410) 
 
The policy refers to the Ordinance Regulating the Use of Public and Private Sewer Systems and 
purportedly was created to enforce the ordinance.  Since policies cannot be used as an enforcement 
vehicle, the Committee questioned whether this policy is even (or was ever) valid.  Chris said he 
would look for the relevant ordinance for discussion at the next meeting.  
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Driveway Access to Dwellings (7425) 
 
Dan suggested that this policy is now addressed in the Planning Office’s development process. Chris 
said he would speak with Jen to about Sections 606 and 607 in the Zoning Regs, referred to by the 
policy. 
 
Administrative Policy Regarding Work in the Right-of-Way (7500) 
 
The Committee agreed that this is not a policy, but rather construction specifications. Beth also 
pointed out that the Town’s Work in the Right-of-Way permit process is now the authority document 
for this issue.   
 
Specifications for Replacing Pavement Cuts (7525) 
 
Again, the Committee agreed that this is not a policy but construction specs.  Dan suggested that it 
could be incorporated in the Work in the ROW permit process.  Chris said he will follow up with Bill 
Kernan. 
 
Approval of Utility Easements (7550) 
 
Obsolete.  Chris explained that this policy has been superseded by the Section 1061 process for the 
conveyance of publicly-owned land, which requires Selectboard approval and a public comment 
period whenever the Selectboard approves a utility easement on Town property. 
 
Street Lights (7575) 
 
Dan said he believed the policy was still relevant but needed to be updated.  Chris said he would need 
to consult with Kathleen since the policy grants the Town Manager blanket authority to approve the 
installation of street lights in the town ROW. 
 
Next Steps.   The Committee will meet again on Friday, December 6, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


